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The debate in Ireland has not centred 
aioimd the question Of .Whether abortions 
should.be l~ed.Abottion is JIIegai in Nor­
thern Ireland lind the Republic under the 1861 
OffenCes Against thePerwn Act, a British law 
enaeted,.as some are rondof telling us, by a 
"ProtestantP¥liament. ,> Fli\ced with a general 
election inJ981,. the leaders of the two main 
parties, desPerate for votes, gave rash and un­
thought commitments to a recently-formed 
Pro-life ,Amendinent Campaign.group. Their 
expressed :aimwas·to. prevent abortion fr<lm 
being legalized in lrell\ndbya decision of the 
Suprem~ Court by having the Fight to life of the 
unborn from the mQmentof conception "en­
shrined" in the Constitution: 

Dr. Rynne'sbook will take the reader 
carefully thr0ugh.the maze of arguments sur; 
rounding the issue; It was publiShed before (he 
vote,on the. constitutional amendinent,but1t is 
still an.essentialread Oll the subject. 

·.·I··titER.ES1INGLY,.THE "RIGHT TO 
...life" o~aII]riSh cifizelisis ptotected under 
Arti):le40 of the GOnstitution,. Part of the legal 
debatefoncerns w~e(herthe "unborn" can be 
cJa4sifJed as citizens or indeed .'Vhether the 
phrase "the l)nbOrn', has 'any !egal meaning 
sill,ce ips an aqjectivalphrase leavingllut the 
noun, Uut at least.the rights ofc1tizensare fair, 

)lY.clearlysetout in tl!e booklet i&sued bytDe 

' .• sb(ldiblriomantlbniJti(Jns~:' 
"/" "" ',,,' ",,' '-'r'" 

lris~ f\Ssoci.atiot:l of·Oivil Liberties. Again. ttiis 
bookis most useful and hasalreadysoldoutits 
flrst edition. It contains clear and oonds¢ infor' . 
~ailon pn; inler alia; constitutional· rights; 
nghtllto freedomqf l!ssen)-bl)', fr~domof eJl-. 
pression, and the right:t0c.form tr.adeunlons 
and.t0~trike,Manyof;these:rights llav!!' been 
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!lave, 

." .... .. ~d 
thaF'therea~~ atjlfesenl to be noiegal 
obligation On t1ieGardai ttj p.eqnit YOIl to . .con­
lliICtYl>llrfamjly ora solicitor on arrest" (]J. ; 
36), 

o 
i,THIS~RrNGSUS t()THEr~URD 
book, Crime (Inti F'uni$/mrent,. a .collection of 
importanireports .andessa,.s edited. by Nobel 

:Prize·;vinner and fOl)nder of Amnestylntema~ 
tionaJ. Sean !'vlcBrjqe: It makes for sad 
rea4ing, The Irish penal sy~tem: was inherited 

W . . Jf9nuhe .~ritish a.dntinistrlltion;and since then 
· . lDESPREAD PUBLlC DEBATE theanthorltieshave maaeno re-appra.lsal9f 
. . ',and 'Wcussionare only nowemerg~~ tlie I'1l(pOSC and.:furictiol{) of prisons. The 
mg as unportanf elements in the functioning l')f s)1stem, i.s eJ{jlensi \1 e, ov lIfC fO";' d e d 
d~~octacyin Ireland. Fortoolongpolificians, aelapidated, arid .br.eedsa.blgh rate of 
clVt!servaniS and even the statNontrolled tec!C\lrisll1; Thereare virtUallY110 eduqttion.~ 
relevisionand radio have treated. the Irish f<lCllitieSdlO prpperfacilities for thetteau'nent 
citizens wlih app.alling contempt, maldngdecl- Qfdfl)g addiction or psychiatric dist\lrl;>ances, 
sions overtheir head.s, and dellyil1gthemaccess and;m recel1tdl!.Ys there'have been an iilcreas­
to information or the right of reply. On the ,iJjg nllm~r of,:sllicides in prison. What is even 
othethand, the Iiishjleopleare •. iJ:i gener!il '!ppfedepressiJjg;istbe li;lgallstic altituqe ofthe 

, highl~literate, a~ b<?ththe quality l\lld th') a~(f\aFiti~!, as cpnveYed ·in. letters (jJresented 
· lJuan,nty QflFiShlle'VsPIi\~rs clear/y.shoW, 'and tier.e) wjJict:( wett:,\Vrlttentoibe (;omnti$Ston of 
th~. are also quietly suspicions of decisi<:lnsJl]llu!rYint~ tlieli?sIr~PFisOn Syst¢1h (chaired 
mllde «on !h~behalf. ~'.A new de!naild 'fp~ a • bY'MyBritle) by ttieMlnister'ofJustiteand.the 
say in public mlltte(s is. sweePing ~ssionerQ(the . .Garda. Tb,ereis a piess­

. Jteland....-:wb,etner it be onthe.contcll,tiouslnlil t:lee& forful) access to thep!'isonsby con­
qUestion of the need for. a constitutional '~ned;ll1elhbers .0Cthe pUblic .,md ·for :a full 
amendment to protect the Fight t() life of the . publio dlebate on.the nature and neeessity ofthe 

; unborn, . .or on questions of sentencing; penal' Nariouskinds of punishmenhThe comlhission 
practices and punishment, or ontnl!.tters of recQinmended;tbat more thought be given to 
rights in generllL Thesethreebooks'rroin Wl!.rd non-\:ustq<lialjypes· .ofp\lnlshment. and. that 
~ver Pressspeakto.this newdemahd andat,re1!abilitiationsh.ouldbeforemostin the minds 
tempt toprovjde acctiratefactual inf'Ormation ',oit!i()semcharge of the prison system. . 

· and discUSsion ofptinciJ)it in a numberofjiJj.:: •••. ~three'.oft!le&e bool!s are~ell iitformed 
por!an:areas of human. life , As· such theyarean,dwelld!l!\Ulnented'Vlldows on sideS'Oflrish 
indeed fubewelcomed. .' ' .. , life WhicD have.not;received~oughattention 

Dr; .AUdrew RyillIe, a medicald6ctar >Nell fromt9Q~interest~in lfisbcullurean,dsoeie­
'known in Ireland for his involvementin;Jtie ty,.an,d,allthreedeservetobellari!fullyread;. 
co~tioversy sllrroundfrig con'traception, 

Ie romantic, r;~V1ews the arguments on all sides of the Fig'ht .. DER .. M .. OT M. : O.·.!RA.N ((la. ches philQSQnhy at St. 
vision and. '. . . .' " . '. - 1', t "AI,' r. .... " r to-life debate,andprovidesa questionnaire to ....• fl f"",.s-".ut.ege,.Maynoofh 
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ldinjustices which. leading. sPQ.ik.espers.ons. in. tfl.e.>debl!.tl! 
Dutlinedin' rtded Hid • resjlo .: e cone ueswitlul cl!apt~onl1is 

perso~a1views: The wholeisa clear and infor~ 
· mative diScussion .Of a question that. is>Jjeinll; . 
d.ebatedi~ternatlo!Jallyi As usual; h!)\oiever; 

'., ~he lFis.b v,ersionof the debate is. "imhish solu: 
., .. >tion!o an Irishp~o]jlem:~' 


